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MEETING SUMMARY 
Castaic Lake State Recreation Area Provider 

Interview 
Meeting Details 

Date: 11 August 2017 

Time:  1:30 PM 

Location: Buena Vista Aquatic Recreation Area   

Objectives: Gather information on regional recreation management and visitor 
use needs to help inform the uniqueness analysis for Pyramid and 
Quail Lakes.  

Attendees 

Norm Phillips, Castaic Lake Recreation Area, Los Angeles County Department of Parks 
and Recreation; Lisa McCandless, Stantec; Kirby Gilbert, Stantec.  

Summary 

Norm is the new superintendent for Los Angeles Recreation and Parks Department, the agency 
that maintains and operates Castaic Lake State Recreation Area (Castaic Lake SRA). He took 
over last fall from Lori Bennett, who had been in charge at the State Recreation Area since 
2006. The SRA consists of Castaic Lake with two boat launching ramps and a PWC area along 
the west shore, a lagoon , south of Castaic Lake that serves as a recreation area and recharge 
basin with overnight camping, sandy beaches and picnic areas. Boating at in Castaic Lagoon is 
limited to non-power boats. Norm provided the following observations regarding recreation use 
and trends at Castaic Lake SRA and in the region.  

 

In past years when the lake level has been low, visitation was also low. In 2017 the 
lake level came up and remained high through the summer and since that time 
use has greatly increased.  

Because of recent water quality concerns at Pyramid Lake and associated negative 
press coverage regarding the dangers of blue-green algae outbreaks, the SRA 
has received more use than it might have otherwise.  

There is a 500 boat daily limit on Castaic Lake with accommodation for 250 boat 
launches at each the East and West boat launches. Additionally, up to 150 
PWCs are allowed in a cordoned off area near the west ramp, so these water 
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craft do not interact with the other motor boats on the lake. Fly-boarding is not 
allowed as it is on Pyramid Lake. 

Quagga mussels were found late last year in the discharge downstream of  Pyramid 
Lake. Quagga mussels have not been found in Castaic Lake. It’s presumed to be 
infested and measures are being taken to avoid other vectors of contamination. 
Inspection protocols are being followed to make sure boats are not able to bring 
them in from known infested lakes. 

Many of the incoming boats are failing the quagga mussel inspection at Castaic 
Lake. Unless boaters have been away from the known quagga-infested lakes for 
more than 8 days, they are not allowed into Castaic Lake. Castaic Lake SRA will 
allow boats to enter that come from a recent visit to Silverwood Lake, but will not 
allow boats coming off Piru or Pyramid Lakes in the last 8 days. 

There are 57 campsites at Castaic Lake SRA but none have electrical or water 
hookups.  

In 2019 the 50-year operating agreement that Los Angeles County Parks and 
Recreation has with DPR to operate the facility will expire and “needs” to be 
renewed.  

In the recent past they have been able to upgrade restroom facilities in the park. 
Other projects involved re-paving roads using a grant from DPR’s Division 
Boating and Waterways and further improvements to the Lagoon docks. 

The Castaic Lagoon beach usage is typically around 500-600 users a weekend. 
However, in 2017 they often received about 2000 persons a weekend.   

Castaic Lake SRA receives most of its annual use between Memorial and Labor 
Day, but in the fall they do allow special events that bring in larger crowds. These 
have included sporting and competition-based events like the Santa Clarita Color 
Run, the Spartan Race, and Rugged Maniac races. He thought this was a 
growing trend of use and helpful to the park revenues during the off-season. 
Additionally their stand up paddle board clinics on weekends are popular. 

Castaic Lake fishing opportunities benefit from annual trout stocking by CDFW, 
unlike Piru were it is not authorized any longer.   
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MEETING SUMMARY 
Santa Felicia Hydroelectric Project, Lake Piru 

Recreation Area Provider Interview 
Meeting Details 

Date: 15 August 2017 

Time:  10:30 AM 

Location: Lake Piru Recreation Area 

Objectives: Gather information on recreation management and visitor use 
needs and insights as well as information to inform the uniqueness 
analysis for Pyramid and Quail Lakes.  

Attendees 

Jim Grisham, United Water Conservation District; Clayton Strahan, United Water 
Conservation District; Kirby Gilbert, Stantec; Lisa McCandless, Stantec 

Summary 

UWCD staff were interviewed about recreation management and user trends as their 
user base is likely similar to that at Pyramid Lake and the supply of recreation 
opportunities in the region affect the need or demand for facilities and amenities at 
Pyramid Lake. As managers implementing and complying with FERC license 
conditions for the Santa Felicia Hydroelectric Project they have extensive knowledge 
of recent, past, and present recreation use patterns and influencing factors. The 
following points summarize recreation resource management and use 
considerations for Lake Piru that could inform the supply and demand analysis for 
Pyramid Lake: 
 
• Lake Piru is located about 50 miles north of Los Angeles in Ventura County, 
California. The town of Piru (population 2,165 in 2017) is 5 miles south of the lake 
and is the closest community to the lake. The Project is located on Piru Creek and 
occupies approximately 140 acres of U.S. land that is administered by the U.S. 
Forest Service in the Los Padres and Angeles National Forests.  
• Lake Piru itself is the primary attraction of the area for recreation users. When 
lake levels are at or above 1,025 feet elevation, the coves in the lake become of size 
and depth adequate for boating. In the 1990’s and 2000, annual visitation was 
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reportedly much higher than today. In the last five years annual recreation visits 
have been between 45,000 and 55,000. In the 1990s and 2000’s reported visitation 
was consistently over 150,000 a year as the lake regularly filled up to capacity in the 
early summer. 
• The Santa Felicia Project received a new 40-year operating license from FERC 
in September 2008 with conditions regarding recreation management and 
improvements over the term of the new license including provision for whitewater 
boating following dam releases of over 200 cfs.  
• Developed sites at Lake Piru include a marina, several boat launches, 236 
developed campsites, two group campgrounds, primitive overflow camping, 
restroom facilities, picnic areas, dog park, and one large day use area. Most of the 
facilities are located in the core area and have associated parking areas with 
informal trails interconnecting most of the sites for pedestrians. Juan Fernandez Day 
Use Area is to the north of the core area and offers picnic sites and a large boat 
launch facility that is usable when lake levels reach at least 990 feet and above. 
Additionally, UWCD maintains two floating restroom facilities for boaters on Lake 
Piru. 
• Given the recent drought, Lake Piru has experienced lower than normal lake 
levels which have shrunken the shoreline area and impeded shoreline access. This 
in turn has led to decreased visitor use, particularly boating and recreationists 
looking for flatwater recreation opportunities including swimming. Lake levels greatly 
influence visitation as well as the operability and use of several recreation facilities at 
Lake Piru. UWCD has five boat ramps to provide water access for boaters. The boat 
ramps are designed to operate at varying lake levels, with some overlap in 
serviceability. 
• In looking at past use beyond lake level influences it’s important to consider the 
visitation effects of 1) not allowing alcohol in the park (January 2010-April 2014); 2) 
allowing PWC on Lake Piru (started allowing them in June 2015); 3) when CDFW 
stopped planting trout (2010); 4) first identification of quagga mussel infestation 
(December 2013); and other problems dampened use including the 2008 mortgage 
crisis (people sold their boats) and gas prices rising in that era too.  
• Prior to 2010 when CDFW planted trout they would get a bump in usage as more 
than 40,000 trout were planted and fishermen came out in numbers to catch them.  
• Swimming is a primary recreation activity at Lake Piru. As such additional swim 
facility enhancements would be a valuable improvement. Staff at Lake Piru have 
worked hard in the last several years to maintain designated swim areas near the 
boat ramp at varying lake levels. They often have to move swim buoys and create 
beaches by placing sand in various locations depending on the lake level. 
• Olive Grove Campground is open year round and has several RV hook up sites 
with 35 amp service. Two of the campgrounds have coin-operated showers which 
are in high demand. Oak Lane and Lower Oaks campgrounds are generally closed 
on weekdays, but Group camp sites can be open by reservation. Oak Lane and 
Lower Oaks are generally closed in low season from October through April. 
• Several movie and film crews have been on site the last several years. The HBO 
show Westworld and other shows have provided additional business activity. Filming 
events can greatly help the revenues for the recreation facilities and concessionaire.  
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MEETING SUMMARY 
California Department of Parks and Recreation  

Provider Interview 
Meeting Details 

Date: 23 August 2017 

Time:  2:30 PM 

Location: Telephone Conversation   

Objectives: Gather information on recreation management and visitor use 
needs and insights as well as information to inform the uniqueness 
analysis for Pyramid and Quail Lakes.  

Attendees 

Chris Sap, Angeles District Superintendent for California Department of Parks and 
Recreation; Kirby Gilbert, Stantec 

Summary 

 
As a major provider of recreation opportunities, the California Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Los Angeles District staff offered the following observations in a 
telephone interview.  
   
• Maintaining high lake levels at Southern California reservoirs are critical to 

recreation desirability and use, and probably the most fundamental factor in 
terms of visitation and attracting users. The lake with the highest lake levels often 
is the location where users will try to go first. Most users, particularly boaters, 
tend to keep their destination options open and consider current or recent 
conditions at lakes such as Pyramid, Castaic, Casitas, and Piru. 

• Pyramid Lake is less isolated that the other regional lakes and will always get 
more use as compared to other lakes with recreation offerings.   

• Social media can greatly influence the choices of recreation destinations among 
users in today’s world.  
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• There have not been any new campgrounds in the area in 20 years and DPR 
experiences a solid demand for camping sites with modern amenities, particularly 
between Memorial and Labor Day. The reservation system for the camping they 
offer often fills sites 7 months in advance. Group camps are a particularly 
important growth area.  

• Putting in sidewalks, paved trails and structures for camping like Yurts or Huts is 
very costly as compared to the revenue it will generate. However, adding 
electrical upgrades or service can pay for itself easier that most improvements. 
It’s important to keep improving the offerings for RV camping and ensuring group 
camp sites have potable water and some basic level of electrical service.  
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MEETING SUMMARY 
Lake Casitas Recreation Provider Interview 

Meeting Details 

Date: 26 June 2018 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Location: Lake Casitas  

Objectives: Gather information on recreation management and visitor use 
needs and insights as well as information to inform the uniqueness 
analysis for Pyramid and Quail Lakes.  

Attendees 

Carol Belser, Park Ranger Lake Casitas; Kirby Gilbert, Stantec 

Summary 

Carol works for Casitas Municipal Water District and serves as Park Ranger for Lake 
Casitas Recreation Area in eastern Ventura County. Casitas Lake when full has about 
2,700 acres of surface area (at 254,000 acre-feet storage capacity) and over 35 miles of 
shoreline. Lake Casitas Recreation Area (LCRA) is situated along a 5-mile strip of 
shoreline on the north end of the lake.  The park allows a variety of recreation activities 
including camping, boating, fishing and hiking, but does not allow body contact with the 
water as it is a drinking water supply reservoir. In the early 2000’s CMWD developed 
the Casitas Water Adventure, a water park inside LCRA. Carol provided the following 
information related to recreation trends and needs in the area based on her 9 years 
interacting with visitors and working at Lake Casitas.  

• LCRA receives over 600,000 visits a year but these levels were higher in the 
1980s and 1990s. 

• The reservoir is down at about 43 percent of capacity (2018) and this limits the 
number of boaters (anglers). The lake is popular for fishing and does not yet 
have quagga mussel infestations. Because other reservoirs in the region do have 
Quagga they strictly limit which boats can come into the park and this has greatly 
limited the number of boats as compared to years past.   
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• Since about 2008 many boaters have given up as they have lost the freedom to 
frequent whatever lake they want as the quagga mussel containment procedures 
make long quarantine times and boats cannot now visit Lake Piru, Castaic Lake 
or Pyramid and be able to come to Lake Casitas unless they wait 40 days or 
more to decontaminate.   

• The Casitas Water Adventure park is open Memorial – Labor Day and has a 
capacity of 1,200 persons and typically fills up on Saturdays and Holiday 
weekends. 

• They have over 400 campsites but only 26 offer full hook ups. A third-party 
company will rent trailers for campers if arranged through them. They do have an 
overflow area and some group camps also.  

• They offer a “Snowbird Program” in winter to allow stays longer than 14 days.  
Users can reserve and use the full hook up sites after Thanksgiving.  

• In recent years there is a trend in that Easter Sunday is now consistently a big 
user day; this year they had over, 26,000 people and was their single busiest day 
in years.  

• In the last 20 years they have had more sheriff and park rangers serve as peace 
officers as they do run into a variety of crimes and problems with crowds.  
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MEETING SUMMARY 
Angeles National Forest Service Recreation 

Provider Interview 
Meeting Details 

Date: 14 November 2018 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Location: Angeles National Forest Service Supervisors Office, Arcadia, CA 

Objectives: Gather information on recreation management and visitor use 
needs and insights.  

Attendees 

Lorraine Gerchas, Angeles National Forest 

Russell Tuttle, Angeles National Forest Law Enforcement 

Justin Seastrand, Angeles National Forest 

Jose Henriquez-Santos, Angeles National Forest 

Kirby Gilbert, Stantec 

Summary 

The Angeles National Forest staff were interviewed as a small focus group with regards 
to recreation trends and needs in the area based on their local knowledge of recreation 
use patterns and management experiences on lands and resources in the Pyramid 
Lake area. Information provided by the USFS staff are summarized as follows: 

• The area around Frenchman’s Flat receives use from a variety of users including 
anglers, general day users and some mining prospectors as well as some 
overnight camping. Frenchman’s Flat is considered a dispersed use site although 
restroom facilities are provided and some picnic tables have been provided in the 
area. 
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• If whitewater boating is to take place, even reconnaissance, generally the 
December and January timeframes present some additional hazards with regard 
to cold water conditions in Piru Creek. USFS Law enforcement staff has dealt 
with recreationists getting hypothermia during this period. Because the channel is 
so confined, once the water rises the possibility and likelihood of water contact is 
high and could be problematic given how inaccessible the middle Piru Creek 
canyon is. 

• If there are supplemental flows for whitewater boating, there are concerns about 
other river users like anglers, hikers, day users, and the general public in and 
around Frenchman’s Flat.  

• A January or February release for whitewater boating might be better to coincide 
with the lowest use period of on-river recreation to minimize the chances of 
riverside recreationists being affected.  

• If there are supplemental flow releases, particularly at the 200 cfs level, some 
advance notice of about 3 days prior would be prudent in order to allow 
recreationists who are taking 2-3 day hikes into the middle Piru Creek Canyon to 
be aware on their way out or during their venture they will experience higher than 
expected flows in the river channel. The creek can have a lot of log jams, 
particularly downstream from the former Blue Point Campground. 

• It was noted that once users enter the canyon from Frenchman’s Flat there is no 
practical way out other than proceeding all the way through the river canyon 
corridor to the closed Blue Point Campground and Lake Piru Canyon Road. 

• Russ noted there is only one possible camp site along this 15-mile canyon and 
that most accessible upland shoreline sections are in Ventura County. 

• The middle Piru Creek section has an informal angler and hiking trail but often it 
is within the creek channel itself. 

• There is a variety of hunting activity in the fall in the area around Frenchman’s 
Flat and that includes some bow, and rifle hunting, normally September through 
December each year.  

• Jose did not expect they would have visitation records from before 2011 when 
the Forest Service operated Pyramid Lake. 

• Frenchman’s Flat area is important as it provides unique recreation opportunities 
such as being a free use site, easily accessible to a variety of recreationists, and 
offers some solitude and a strong feeling of being away from the urban areas. 
Having the road gate closed allows families and others to wander up the old 
remnants of the Golden State Highway along Piru Creek without the hazards and 
noise of vehicles. The general feeling was its best to keep the gate at 
Frenchman’s Flat where it is now and continue to keep it closed to vehicular 
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traffic to allow the unique and safe recreation to continue in the upper three miles 
of middle Piru Creek canyon. 

• At Pyramid Lake swimming beach it has always been required the beach only be 
open when a lifeguard is on duty. It was noted the beach could use regular 
replenishments of sand.  

• The current concessionaire needs to make sure to enforce and follow rules of 
use on National Forest Lands particularly during fire restriction periods and not 
allow fires outside campsites. Also it was noted they should have all camping 
users register via the National Registration system and not put campers out in 
overflow areas.  

• They have not noticed any litter problems associated with recreation use at 
Pyramid Lake.  

• The USFS feels the pricing for recreation use at Pyramid Lake is fair and 
equitable.  

• Los Alamos Campground is well maintained but has some deferred maintenance 
needs. 

•  At Emigrant Landing there could be a need for new shade ramadas.  It was 
noted that Los Alamos only has so much capacity and with Hardluck 
campground closed where do overflow visitors go?  

• There is an increase in the demand for camping with more amenities, like electric 
power, showers or “glamping” .  

• The USFS staff noted that the Gold Hill dispersed site (nine miles north and east 
of Pyramid Lake) would be well suited for recreation development and it was felt 
families and other users, including OHV users would make use of the site as it is 
a popular dispersed site along upper Piru Creek.  
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MEETING SUMMARY 
LA County Sheriff Recreation Provider Interview 

Meeting Details 

Date: 24 October 2018 

Time:  12:30 PM 

Location: Emigrant Landing Sheriff Offices, Pyramid Lake 

Objectives: Gather information on recreation management and visitor use 
needs and insights as well as information to inform the uniqueness 
analysis for Pyramid and Quail Lakes.  

Attendees 

Sherriff Brian Leadman; Sherriff Burnett; Kirby Gilbert, Stantec 

Summary 

After introductions, Sheriff Leadman and Burnett were asked about recreation use 
patterns at Pyramid Lake and camping facilities in the vicinity. The Sherriff’s Department 
officers have conducted patrols at Pyramid Lake for several years and have experience 
at Castaic Lake and responding to needs at the Los Alamos Campground and areas 
around the former Hardluck campground and the Hungry Valley State Recreation Area. 
They also have developed some insight into user preferences based on interacting with 
the public and other recreation providers in the area. Such interactions have helped 
identify what the recreating public is looking for and what has worked and not worked in 
the past. A summary of their observations are as follows:  

• In the past, the Sherriff’s department operated at Pyramid Lake completely 
funded by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Office, but since July of this year 
they now also have a contract with DWR to help fund their patrol activities on 
Pyramid Lake.  

• The capacity limit on boats at any one time is 150 and personal water craft 
(PWC) is an addition 50. PWCs are allowed everywhere on the lake along with 
motor boats which is different than that allowed at Castaic Lake where PWCs are 
confined to a small area on the western shoreline.  Fly board uses of PWCs is 
allowed but they have not seen much activity in fly boarding in 2018. The 
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Sherriff’s staff have not seen any real problems with PWC and boats mixing and 
they think it’s a unique offering at Pyramid Lake as compared to Castaic Lake, 
thus they feel Pyramid Lake attracts more PWCs that Castaic Lake. 

• Recreation use is down considerably this years (2018) because the blue-green 
algae warnings have kept visitors away. Since it was more widely covered in the 
media last year and with a warning level at Pyramid being in place from June 15 
through October 5th, they have seen a clear drop in the number of visitors on 
weekdays, weekends and holidays.  

• In a discussion regarding traffic and recreationists queuing to enter Emigrant 
Landing, the sheriffs noted that on busy weekends in past years vehicles have 
been backed up along Pyramid Lake Road to the Smokey Bear Road highway 
interchange but the backup has never extended on the ramps to and from 
Interstate 5. When the park or lake is reaching capacity or crowded with incoming 
recreationists, there are several marks along Pyramid Lake Road that assist with 
vehicle line up and help separate day user vehicles from vehicles with boats 
and/or PWCs. This allows general day use traffic to pass to and from the 
recreation areas.  

• The Sherriff Office staff routinely provide help to boaters whose boats break 
down and need a tow. They also issue some citations but generally have few 
problems with public safety. It was noted Pyramid Lake is a “wet” lake recreation 
area, meaning alcohol is allowed, which is different than the State and County 
parks in the region. Allowing alcohol can increase visitation as users will chose 
between sites sometimes based on ability to bring alcohol.  

• The Sherriff Department office in Santa Clarita patrols and responds to crimes 
and needs at Frenchman’s Flat and other areas below Pyramid Dam. They also 
are first responders for search and rescue needs along Pyramid Reach (middle 
Piru Creek).  

• Raymond Kidd, a U.S. Forest Service law enforcement agent (RKidd@fs.fed.us) 
would be a good contact for us to identify recreation use trends as he patrolled 
the area in the Santa Clara Ranger District for many years which included 
Pyramid Lake.  

• On weekends outside of the Memorial Day through Labor Day prime season they 
typically see 15-20 boats a day on Pyramid Lake.  Less on weekdays.  Easter 
weekend sees more visitation in recent years and a warm weather weekend 
might bring 25 boats on the lake. During the busy summer season they can 
approach the 150 boat limit on the lake. They have seen more kayaks and 
canoes on the lake in recent years and since 2017 paddleboards are rented and 
used along the shorelines leading to the Emigrant Landing swim beach.  

• There are no watercraft allowed on the water after dusk and they have never had 
requests for such use.  

mailto:RKidd@fs.fed.us
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• DWR provides two floating restroom structures which are important, particularly 
for the day use boaters who visit the boat-in day use sites for picnics.  

• Shoreline fishing is generally confined to the areas around Emigrant Landing 
extending to the swim beach area. 

• They see a very diverse crowd of users, ranging from Bakersfield to the north 
and from many areas within Los Angeles region to the south. They also see lots 
of ethnic diversity.  

• The Sherriff’s Department maintains a fire fighting vessel at Emigrant Landing 
with over 200 feet of hose, so they can help the USFS and DWR in the event of a 
fire by tapping lake water and extending hoses upland.  
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MEETING SUMMARY 
Rocky Mountain Recreation Company 

Concessionaire Recreation Provider Interview 
Meeting Details 

Date: 24 October 2018 

Time:  1:00 PM 

Location: Emigrant Landing, Pyramid Lake 

Objectives: Gather information on recreation management and visitor use 
needs and insights as well as information to inform the uniqueness 
analysis for Pyramid and Quail Lakes.  

Attendees 

Bret Packard, Pyramid Lake Manager, Kirby Gilbert, Stantec. 

Summary 

Rocky Mountain Recreation became DWR’s concessionaire to maintain and operate 
Pyramid Lake and Los Alamos Campground operations in April 2017 as the previous 
concessionaire, Parks Management Company had pulled out as of January 1, 2017. 
Therefore there are no recreation visitation numbers for January through March 
2017.  

• The most important influence on recreation use at Pyramid Lake in the past two 
years are the outbreaks of blue-green algae. DWR tests the waters and will issue 
notices if levels are high enough to warrant a warning to the public. There are 
three warning levels, Caution, Warning, and Danger.  The first level of warning is 
“Caution” and a Spanish and English language yellow colored flyer is handed out 
to each vehicle entering Emigrant Landing. The yellow flyer notes one can swim, 
but to stay away from algae and scum in the water.  The second level of warning 
is “Warning” and a bi-lingual flyer that is orange color is handed out explaining no 
swimming is allowed. The highest level of warning is “Danger” and a  red colored 
bi-lingual flyer is handed out noting that all users are to stay out of the water until 
further notice.    
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• Even with the caution flyer, many recreationists choose not to enter the park 
once they are handed the flyer at the entrance kiosk. The flyers as well as the 
warnings are impeding recreation use and use levels are noticeably down from 
the normal patterns in past years due to the blue-green algae concern by the 
recreating public.  

• This year (2018), the blue-green algae warnings started on June 15 with a 
“Caution” warning. The warning level was upgraded to “Danger” on July 13th, and 
then reduced to “Warning” level on July 27th.  That level was then downgraded to 
“Caution” on August 17th. The Caution warning continued until October 5th when 
all advisories were lifted. Because the notices were in effect from June 15 
through October 5, the majority of the main recreation season was adversely 
affected by the blue-green algae levels.  

• DWR requires the swimming beach to be closed if no lifeguard is on duty and 
also at the Warning or Caution levels for blue-green algae.   

• Vaquero area is open Friday – Sunday but RMR would like to only operate it 
Saturday and Sundays as Friday is a very low use day with few users coming to 
Vaquero.  

• The summer holiday weekends are the busiest periods for use, but the line up to 
get into Emigrant Landing never goes as far as the Smokey Bear interchange 
from what Bret has seen.  Most visitors come from the Los Angeles basin but 
there are a good number of boaters who come from Lancaster and the 
surrounding high desert areas.  

• In general more of the PWC users come from Los Angeles area and more 
fisherman users come from the Bakersfield/Lancaster areas. Most fishing is 
around the shorelines of Emigrant Landing and Vaquero. 

• At Los Alamos there is a great demand for recreational vehicle use, more so than 
traditional car camping.  

• There currently are no showers at Los Alamos but having showers and electrical 
plug-in outlets would be a great benefit to users.  

• The use of paddleboards and kayaks is increasing, RMR now rents them. The 
paddleboards can only be on the lake in the slow-boat zones (less than 5 miles 
per hour). 

• There is no running water in the Spanish Point restrooms and Bret has heard 
from visitors they would prefer to have running water at that popular day use site.  

• RMR routinely cleans all bathrooms on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and 
Sundays. They have not seen any major litter problems and feel their signs work 
well to prevent littering.  
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• Spanish Point offers a unique experience and many boaters and jet skiers will 
have a large group set up for picnicking at that location and then they can bring a 
few jet skis or other personal watercraft and boats to the shoreline to share use 
of the equipment with the larger group.  
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MEETING SUMMARY 
Buena Vista Aquatic Recreation Area Provider 

Interview 
Meeting Details 

Date: 25 October 2018 

Time:  9:30 AM 

Location: Buena Vista Aquatic Recreation Area   

Objectives: Gather information on recreation management and visitor use 
needs and insights as well as information to inform the uniqueness 
analysis for Pyramid and Quail Lakes.  

Attendees 

Larry Swan, Kern County Parks General Services Manager; Cheyenne Harriger, Kern 
County General Services, Bret Haney, General Services Division Chief at County of 
Kern County;  Kirby Gilbert, Stantec 

Summary 

The Buena Vista Aquatic Recreation Area (BVARA) is located about 60 miles north of 
Pyramid Lake in Kern County. The recreation area has a total of 1,585 acres and 
receives approximately 210,000 visitors annually. Lake Evans and Lake Webb are the 
park’s main attractions. 

• Lake Webb has 873 surface acres open to fishing, boating and jet skiing with two 
boat launches. Lake Webb has separate areas for water skiing (125 acres) and 
jet skis or personal water craft. Lake Webb has a limit of 300 boats and 125 jet 
skis at one time on the lake and limits speeds to 45 mph however rarely are 
these limits reached. 

• Adjoining Lake Evans is available for boating, sailing and fishing, encompasses 
less than 90 acres, with a boat speed limit of 5 mph.  There are two boat 
launches at this lake. 

• Lake Webb and Lake Evans are connected water bodies, that have waters 
derived from wells and are used for agricultural uses. The lake levels stay fairly 
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constant year round and the drought has not greatly affected the water levels or 
quality. They have not had outbreaks of blue-green algae or other problems.  

• The park has three boat ramps and paved roadways which are wide enough to 
accommodate motor vehicles and bicycles. Surrounding the lakes are day use 
areas equipped with barbecue grills and picnic tables. The park also features 
three picnic pavilions that can accommodate 100-400 people, depending on the 
site. 

• The Buena Vista Campground is the main campground in the recreation area on 
the banks of Lake Webb. There are 112 campsites for use by tent and 
recreational vehicles but only a limited number of sites have electric hookups (no 
full hookups). The campground is equipped with a dump station, six bathrooms 
and two bathhouses with showers. An additional group camp is located on the 
northwest shoreline of Lake Webb adjacent to large group day use areas which 
do have some electrical service for patrons. 

• Campers can stay up to 14 days maximum in main recreation season, but 
outside that they can stay 31 days.   

• The recreation area has never had to close because of being filled to capacity, 
however at Easter they often get the largest day use crowds. They do get 
backups queuing to the entrance kiosk but have reduced the wait time by having 
attendants go vehicle to vehicle in line to collect day use fees and allow vehicles 
to move into the park in separate lanes once paid. To further minimize crowds 
and wait times at the entrance they separate the kiosk lanes into one for 
camping, one for credit cards and one for cash.  

• Most of the BVARA visitation comes from Bakersfield and other areas of the 
Central Valley but they do get many national and international visitors including 
those traveling the West by RV.  

• The lakes are stocked with trout and the key fishing season is March through 
October. There are up to 8 plants of trout a year in Lake Evans.  

• The recreation area has not experienced much of a litter or trash issue, and they 
attribute that in part to the proliferation of available trash bags for personal and 
family use. Besides trash receptacles scattered about the park they hand out 
trash bags at the kiosk and all park staff carry bags and walk around handing 
them out as needed during busy periods. They have found people are very 
receptive to using the bag if it is provided.  

• There has been a trend in more sports and play activities being undertaken. 
Soccer, basketball, and other play equipment is highly desired by both day time 
and overnight users. 
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• Their swimming beaches have no lifeguards. They use warning signs and 
enclosed swimming areas to keep boats away from swimmers. Not having a 
lifeguard has not lead to any safety incidents they can recall.  

 


